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Patio garden dining Is embraced by the Tudor-style bulldings of the Old Ml inn & Spa In Toronto, a sanctuary In the city,

TORONTO'S

Janet Podolak
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It's nearing 100 years old, but
the Old Mill Inn remains one of
Toronto's best-kept secrets.

Locals flock there for Sunday
brunch, plan their weddings for
s nondenominational chapel
and give their favorite relatives
gift certificates for a spa treat-
ment or an overnight stay in one
of Its stunning rooms Or suites.

With 12 solid place in Toronto history
and s English-country-house ambiance.
the Old Mill Inn is the kind of place locals
want 1o keep as their own personal sanctu-
s

And judging by my taxi dnver's confu-
sion with a nearby Old Mill condo complex
when | retumed “home™ late onc mght on
my recent visit, the place 1s a secret o a few
Jocal folks as well

Northeast Ohioans will Jove this place.
Although it's nght on the subway line and
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a cell phone call,

within minuies of all the high-energy aitrac
tons that people come 10 Toromto to enjoy,
the Old Mill Inn is an casis tucked awav 1n
a wooded valley next to the Humber River
with woids and gardens for its views

The Tudor-style Old Mill began life as a
lea garden that opencd i [914, on the day
that World War | began, and afternoon fea 1s
sitll an important radibon. 1t's just as well-
known Tor its ballroom, where dancing |
live music began in 1925 and continues 1o
this day. At the end of this monih, the lead
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What's up this summer in Toronto?
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A hh:;ﬂ:ﬂil pauses along a bike path in Hlng'l Ml Park to take

singers from the Tempations contnue a
salote 0 the oldwes that also includes the
Platters and the Coasters
I hose who insist on dnving the five or so
hours 10 Toronto will adore the fact that
parking st the ton s free. They can leave
theur car in safety and scool anound 1w by
subway and on foot wathout having o
budget $20 a day or 50 to park
| spent a lovely altermoon explonng the
nver valley with 2 Toronto Inend and dis-
See Toronto, Page D3
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